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EXTRACIS FROlN GERMAN BROADCASTS ON THE SINKING OF THE VATHENIAMN 
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ZEFSEN IN GERMAN: 4.15: 6:9:29- 

evese dfter Germeny's rehabilitation in connection vith the Czenstochova 
allegations, the German Press refutes accusations of the British Press that the 
Germen submerine had sunk the Vëtheniët. Churchill, as one of his first 
actions, ordered “Atheniet to be sunk in order to stir up enti-Germen 

feeling in the U.S.A. 


ZEESEN IN ENGLISH: 21.15: 6.929 

In the United States it is affirmed no protest to be lodged about Athenia. 
Mill circumstënces surrounding sinking very mysterious, Britein trying make 
it second Lusitenia case. Churchill took over Admiralty and departure vas 
deleyed several hours. Outrof-the-vay route taken. Several Scandinavien 
shipe sighted. British destroyer squadror in neighbourhood. U.S.A. Govt. 
had proof that no Germen vershipe or mines vere in vicinity, vhen vaccidenti' 
occurred, prepared by British Admirelty. 


British propaganda disappointed as expected to make Roosevelt drop neutrali ty 
declaration. and signing of embargo. American scepticism not only based on 
reporte but on proofs. Dismel failure to lure Soviet Russia into British 
spider's veb compels Britein to look for other victims and fools. 


After U.S.A. von var for Eritain vith their money in 1916 pritish treated 
them vith usuel arrogance. The Babbits vho threv millions of dollars into 
var vere never repaid: Anerica still vaiting for money, vhbich vas refused. 


Exemple of British ingratitude, vhen America urgently needed rubber, of 
vhich Britëin had monopoly, British rubber merchants increased price and million: 
oi dollars floved into their pocket. This vas thanks for help. 


Churchill tries to harness U.S.A. Remember Lusitenia, trick repeated nov. 
Dear old tRandolpht calculated on proving it done by vicked GermenSseovecece 


ses. Kitchener also vas in vey of Churchill. He had too many follovers in 
the country, so he vas sent on focl's errand to Russië. A vell arranged 
accident vas steged, in yhich the lives of a fev hundred British bluejackete 
did not matter. The 1916 stetement of Churchill from the Admiralty that 
Kitchener vas saved alive snd taken on board steamer is vithout foundation. 
Churchili. and Kitchener vere alveys at daggers dravn. 


Athenia vas torpedoed by British and they vill not fool the vorld or UeSeh. 
Their tricks have been repezted too often. 


22210, BST: 29229. 


British lie campaign continues, attempts being made to inculpate Germeny 
vith torpedoing of Athenie. All methods of unfëir propaganda being used. 
“”V.B.N says Ghurchili and Ministry oi Informetion should ansver cuestion hov 
long it took for rescue ships to reach “Atheniet'. Ansver to this vould 
inevitebly esteblish yho vas guilty. 
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avoid German eye-vitnesses of his torpedoine. He vanted demreplace Germans 

by American passengers.  Nhy did you, Mr. Churchill, duce Cunard to issue 
full denialt Reply: You recognised danger vhich might thresten by publication 
of Cunard correspondence. Mr. Churchill, you didnit succeed in escaping from 
the ever-tigatening bonds of guilt. Publication of document in Berlin Press 
has once and for ever exposed Churchill's guilt and all attempts of London 
authorities to veil First Lord's responsibility. 


DEJTSCALANDSENDER IN GERMAN: . 


Forgive me, listeners, if I do not give you usual talk on events of day, but speak 
above your heads to First Lord of Admiralty, Mr. finston Churchill. I cannot 
prevent anyone from listening, but I address myself to Churchill personal lys sovës 
i E, 
'Honourable and estimated Sir, this is most avkuard question. Hov did you have 
tëtheniati sunk2 Vere you not at all concerned about fate of one and half 
thousand persons, xhere there vas not certainty that they could be saved by 

Ships standing by, and vere in fact not all saved2 Dpid you really think that 
anyone in vorld vould believe that Germany could be so foolish as to comnit 
action right at beginning of var to see vhether U.S.A. couid not be brought into 
vart Ve have many more questions, but this is question of questions. Did you 
find comnander of British submarine vho vas villing to shoot on om ship, or 

did you have to have infernal machine built into ship before beginning of voyage” 


He valt for your ansver at 21.30, and ve vill reply to your ansver at 23.00. 


IN GËRMN: 22:50: P710-29. 


Viho sunk Athenia2 Question asked by Svedisa paper ''Svenska Volkssocialistn. 
Asserts ingland tried to use this incident as used “Lusitanian sinking in NVorld 
lar to drive America into var. Aliter sinking vsrlike spirit against Germany 
spread over America. Non, one must ask, vould Germans not have been stupid if 
they hed really sunk it” lie knov: German military command corresponds to diplo- 
matic successes. Clear notë sinking not in German interest but in British. 
Further explanation not necessary. Circumstances point to sinking by mglish 
having been vell prepared. Paper demends English propaganda in Sveden should 
be forbidden as represents danger for Svredish people: lies about Athenia prove 
that anev. 


ZERSEN IN GERMAN: 10.20: 7.10.29 


ses” Svedish paper asks: ln vhose interest nas sinking of Atheniau7 Ne kor, 
says paper, that Germany has connected direction of var very cleverly vith grest 
diplomatic successes and vould not coanit capital mistake of sinkins this ship 
and risk var vith U.S.A. Suedish paper says Churchill alone is at fault. 


GERMAN HOME STATIONS IN GERMAN: 20.03:  15.10.29 


Sinking of “Royal Qak'i made grest impression in Viashington circles. American 
naval experts point out that one single torpedo mas enough to cause sinking of 
battleship in fev minutes. Nith this, Adniralty admitted against ovm vill 
effect of German torpedo. This effect is oontrasted vith effect of other 
alleged German torpedo: “Atheniat took hours to sink ... Churchill is caught 
in his onn toils. Unconsciously he admitted by statement on torpedo against 
'Royal Qaki that torpedo against “Atheniati cannot have been a Gernsn one, 
People do not believe that British submarine comnander vas found to sink ship 
of his countryts navy in service of political ends. lie, hovever, are convinced 
time bomb vas put into ship's hull. This is only explanation for fact that so 
many ships vere there in time to help. 





MOTIT 


.18.10.29. 


A neni vitness against Churchill's Athenie lie turned up in America. Mr. 
inderson (2) from Illincis, has been questioned by lashington's State 
Department. He declared on oath: tLamps ir ship vere burning for hcurs after 
elleged hit. Ship sinking for foirteen hours. Three British destroyers 
vere nesr Athenia.” sh sations made by the State Department about 
reliebility of vitness turned out very satisfectorily. State Department 
preparing publication of Khite Book concerning these reporte. 


DEUTSCHLANDSENDER IN GERMAN: 00.00: . 20721.10.29. 


Svormn testimony oi American inderson regarding Athenie, en unbicesed vitness, 
proves Churchill sent hundreds of innocents tc their death..ccc.. 
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ALL GERMAN STATIONS: . 20-15: . 22.10.29. 
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Goebbels' speech: Accused Churchill 


se 


have to 
Regret ty interrupt your usual Sunday evening progran to put some very urgent 


guestions to your First Lord, vhich demand to be ansvered. He does not even 
try to ansrver accusations poured out by our radio and press for last veeks in 

all Furcpean langusges himself, but simply allovs anonymous persons to make 
statenents on snglish radio and in press, and evidently thinks he can settle 

the business vith a dëmenti. There can, hovever, be no more question of this. 
Firstly, because our eccusations and those of neutral vitnesses have been made 

so precisely that cannot be denied, second because any dëmenti of Churchill 's has 
no value in Germsny, neutral states or even England, after his vell-inom lies, 
and thirdly because precise questions demand precise ansvers. Churchill is 
accused before vorld tribunal of public opinion. That is vhy 1 am speakine 
tonight. 

Churchill tries to brush aside accusations of German press and radio vith move- 
ment of his hand. But he must reply to a German Minister if he does not vant 
his silence to prove him guilty. This var is his vork, he even boasts about 

it, and nations accuse him of it. He has become Muropean danger. He should 
not try and escape like a rabbit in a vood.But ve shall. knovy hov to snare him. 

ie have plenty of experience in dealing vith people of his type, and knovi vhat 
sort of treatment to give them, and if ve have to use hard vord sometimnes, ve 
can only say some people's visdom teeth have to be smeashed before they stop 
lying and speak truth. But he cannot stick to his lies if he has an equal or 
superior opponent. Thet happened in last var and this is vhy his methods did 
not succeed that time. Today things are different: he stands before N.$. 
Germans. In our long history, vie have so often dealt vith lazy opponents, that 
ve don't doubt ve shall deal successfully vith him too. Lazy excuses are no good. 
If he vants to bring counter-accusation, it vill only make us smile. 

You, Mr. Churchill, after sinking of Athenia, informed vorld that this British ship 
vith Americans on board vas torpedoed by German submarine. This invention vas 
made vith the transparent object of discredi ting Germany in the eyes of the 
vorld and bringing America into the var. You have no prooi for this lying and 
crafty statement. Nhy then, did you take all. measures to engure that no Germen 


passengers vere on board7 
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ycu 


ihy should have exciuded German passengers fron voyage7 You have exciuded 


them to avoid disagrecable vitnesses of your criminal action that you vere 
about to commit. Since your first announcements about sinking of thenia xhich 
you have trumpeted out into the vorld ve have not been idle and in shortest time 
ve have succeeded in furnishing circunstantial evidence to prove absolute trutn. 
After a fev days only it had to be regarded as established that German torpedoes 
vere not concerned vith sinking of Athenia. You declared, despite our argument s, 
that our reports caused laughter in England and the vhole vorld. But nobody 
has been laughing except you and even you have been laugning vith embarrassment 
and bad conscience only. But notë even you have stopped laughing. You thought 
you vrould succeed again the same as in 1917 in dragging U.S.A. into Furopesn 
conflict. you hoped during further development of afiairs the original cause, 
the sinking of the Athenia, vhich had to be ascribed to your on machinations, 
vould easily be forgotten. 

But America has vithstood your shell-burst of propaganda. In decisive days 

and hours America has not lost her nerve. ut novi you must speak up, Mr. 
Churchill, because the case of the Athenia is not finished vith the failure of 
your plans, nay, it only starts vith it. Ve have forgotten nothing and ve vill 
not allov grass to grov over the case. Again and again ve have attacked you, 
Mr. Churchill, in articles, broadcasts and so on. You tried, like everyone vith 
a bad conscience, to lie lov or to speak about things quite different fron the 
things that mattered. You knovi us badly, Mr. Churchill. e vill not give vay. 
And no lie on your part, hovever impertinent, vill make us silent. Ve have got 
our cClavs into you and the best thing for you vould be to stop plafing the 
harmless, unconcemed gentleman and to speak up frankly and loudly, for ve shall 
not cease to chase you until you ansyver our questions. Ne vill continue 
shouting: Stand, knave, and ansveri 

Në have published in yesterdayis German Press the testimonial of an unbiassed 
vitness, Mr. Anderson fron Illinois, and have thus furnished another clear proof 
thet you, Mr. Churchill, have sunk the Athenia through three Mglish destroyers. 
Nov ve demend an ansver to the folloving questions until you admit your guilt:— 
1. Hovm could you, Mr. Churchill, speak of German torpedoes in your first 
announcement, in spite of the fact you, as First Lord of the Admirilty, knev 
very vell and had to knovi that it ves three British destroyers that sank the 


Athenia. 
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2. Hovi' could you have tried to make the vorld believe that the Athenia vould 


have stayed afloat for fourteen hours after a hit by your invented German 
torpedoes, vhile your giant beattleship Royal Qak had sunk in a fev minutes in 
consequence of Germen torpedo. 

Ze fihy have you not said anything at all about the fire of the three mglish 
destroyers until novi, despite the fact that you as First Lord of the Admiral ty 
had to knov, and knev it. 

The fire of the three British destroyers vas the best piece of evidence pointing 
to the culprit. hy did you have to be reminded of this by Anderson and vhy 
did you vait untii today vith the announcement of this important fact, in an 
affair vhich might have drevn the U.S.A. into var, vhen you knev hov important 
this circumstance vas, 

4. Nhere did you, Mr. Churchill, hire your questionable vitnesses vho, Shortly 
after the disaster, vere intervieved by the B.C and vho have stated quite the 
contrary of vhat has been established as undeniable fact by a srorn statement 

of an unbiased vitness. 

be And vky do you nov, Mr. Churchill, try to keep silent xhile you have 
flooded the vorld vith your lies shortly after the sinking and vhy do you try 

to cover a subject so catastrophical for Britain and the vorld vith a cloak of 
silence. This is not your usual self. In your books you are the most verbose 
chatterer of any British Minister. Your conceit alone vould not have allovred 
you to leave laurels unplucked nhich vere in your reach. ihy are you 50 silent 
and quiet nov. Does the knovledge slorly dam upon you or are you afraid of 
inevitable conseguences non Do you taink you can escape us by flight into 
silence2 You are very much mistaken. You do not knov us vell. Ve vill 
stick to your heels. Ve shall never accept your silence. Je shall put you 

on the spot and force you to ansver. It is proved for everyone that it vas 

not German submarines that sank the Athenia. Your stroke against us vas a 
stroke into emptiness. This does not settle the matter. The vorld demands to 
knovy vho has sunk the Athenia. It is beyond doubt that she has not been sunk 
by German submarines. There is nothing left for you but to make a clean breast, 
end a frank confession that it has become the victim of your om criminal coup. 
The vhole vorld vaits vith us for your confession. OQut vith the truthi You 


have never hesitated to bother the public vith speeches and announcements of 


far less important matters. Into the House of Commons, Mr. Churchill, and 


speak, speak, speak. 
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Not enough if Reuter again declares that Admiralty does not condescend to 
ansyer our tiresome questions. This, pardon me, Mr. Churchill, is no ansver. 
It is a bad excuse, Mr. Churchill. You cannot escape ansvering for lack of 
time. You had time enough to invent fairly tales about sinking of German sub- 
marines, time enough to produce lyrical poems on heroic fezts of British troops 
in France of vhich poilus had seen no trace. You had time to launch such 
exaggerated reports on German losses at ljesteran all that French press had to 
pull you up and point out that obviously figure in your reports had one QO too 
many. You had time to address from Commons German submarine commander alleged 
to be in British prison camp, at same hour vhen same comnander gave interviev 
in Berlin to foreign Press correspondents. Laughter of vihole vorld did not 
prevent your going on in this vay. You had time to affirm that a dog vas only 


victim of Edinburgh raid at same moment vhen Admiralty published high figure of 


real victims. You vill nov find tiue to speak up on your oyn behalf. Come on, I 


speak up Mr. Churchill. 

But of course I knovi that ve shall vait in vain. You cCannot give us the truth 

ve ask for firstly because it is against your vell-knom character and temperament 
and secondly because you vould thus sign your om political death sentence. 
Therefore, permit me to give you some assistance. JI vili assume role of examinin 
magistrate vho vants to make it easier for a stubbom defendant to confess his 
crime. The mysterious case of Athenia is not really at all mysterious -itis 
mysterious only as long as one does not bring your guilt into the picture. But 
a5 S0on a$8 one does so it becomes most simple, most primitive but also most dastardly 
plece of knavery in modern history. , It vas like this. 

Athenia had already left port before outbrerik of var but you knev very vell that 
England had intention of declaring var on Germany. And you knev that in this 
case the plan existed to make you, Mr. Churchill, First Lord of Admiralty. You 
manted to celebrate your assumption of office, quite in tune vith your character, 
vith first big hit. You vanted to bring as dovry on entering office the entry 

of U.S. into var. Nhen you prepared liner Athenia for an explosion vhich you 
planned in all details you arranged there should be no German passengers on board 
because they vould have been most inconvenient vitnesses. You sent circular to 
all branches of British shipping agencies asking them to exclude Germans from 
booking passages. You made them give as transparent reason for this that Athenia 
vvould change her course. She did not, but there vere no German pëssengers to 


vitness your Crime, Mr. Churchill. You had everything carefully prepared for 
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explosion vhich you knev you could command at any given time by vireless, and 


s- 


you arranged everything so that no trace could be found to bring final proof 


against you. QË course you did not prevent American pëssengers from going on 


Athenia because their loss might realise hopes you had for Americats partici- 
pation in var. You vanted American passengers to appear as victims of 
dastardly German naval varfare, as silent vitnesses demanding U.S. entry into 
var. You also took measures to prevent explosion at an earlier moment than 
you thought useful. This is proved by Anderson's statement that smoking vas 
strictly forbidden on Athenia. You timed explosion for moment vhen it suited 
your aims. And you had three British destroyers ready to rescue neutral 
passengers - of course rather doubtful vitnesses —- vho vere to give proofs you 
reguired. Obviously you remained all the time betuveen departure and sinking of 
Athenia in continuous radio communication vith vessel. You decided tne minute 
for the explosion and vere of course very angry vhen it vas bungled, just as all 
minor deteils vere bungled, as shom aftervards. Athenië simply nould not sink. 
t stayed zflost for fourteen hours vithout sinking and then after fourteen 
hours of veiting in vein you ordered three Britisk destroyers to shell ship in 
order to renove all traces ci your crime. You hoped thet probably no survivore 
void be found vho could courageously tell the truth. you hopei perhaps elso 
thet vitnesses vould be so confused by panic that you could get your infernel 
lie acceptec by vorld if only you ceaselesely impressed it on public opinion. 
Immediately after sinking of Athenia, you mede, vith much bezting of drume, 
public announcement, vhich head obvicusly been preparcd long in advance vith all 
details. Press and virelese are vitnesses of this. They hed to publish vhat 
you vented, not vhat they considered risht. Then you vorked on public opinion 
in U.S. All German asserticns vere brushed aside vith a vave of your hend. 
Yet even so, Americe did not come into the var. She did not come along es you 
hed hoped, therefore you retired to dark silence. Presumably you thought et 
the time that you vould allor grass to grov on this story too. Surely this is 
hovi it vas thought out and planned and carried out” Nasn't it, Mr. Churchil12 
And then that accursed Anderson in the U.S.A. exposed your svindle. 
Aukvyerd, very avkuard for you, Mr. Ce Novi ycu are reglly in the soup. And 
the vhole vorld is vaiting, vnderstend me vell, vaiting for your reply, and they 


vill vait no longer for this reply. hole Americën press todëy publishes our 
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detailedi stetements about sinking of Athenia, ënd in mesntime, Anderson 


so 


has appesred, and nov Scripps Hovard reports that another survivor of Athenia, 
American citizen, Helen iacdonald, reported, on second day after sinkinc, that 
British destroyer vhich rescued her fired several shots at Athenia, as it vas 
elleged, to prevent floating hulk being danger to passing ships. That lazy 


excuse can only have been invented by you, Mr. C., and don't expect to put it 


over on us, because if Athenin had been sunk by torpedo from Germen gsubmarine, 


it vould never have kept ailoat fourteen hours after hit. 

But Mr. Churchill, ve don't vant to try and deceive each otheri That von't 
voork. You vould have covered Athenia vith gold and torved it to English or 
neutral harbour. Ne can alrezdy see in our mind's eye the international court of 
enguiry vhich viould have been set up, and vhich vvould hsve nothing more to do 
than to declare thet German submerine had torpedoed Athenis and then U.S.A. 
vould have no alternative but to go to var against the infamout Germen Huns 
barberiense. You vented to have “corpus delicti' removed so as to cover up 
traces. But you did not reckon vv.th inderson and Helen jiacdonald, and nor it 
is all. most unpleasent for you. Above all, Anderson vill get on your nerves. 
You obvicusly nanted to be eble to say “Mortimer died most conveniently for met . 
Unfortunately, Mortimer is not dead, but lives and has arisen from dead as 
vitness against you, Mr. Churchill, e vitneses so clear, So evident and so 

undi sputed thët nothing can be done against it. That is hov it is, thatis hov 
it is vith you, Mr. Ce Any other man sho had been accused as ve are accusing 
you, vould either stand his mën and reply, or retire inte shame and disgrece. 
But ycu mede your pitiful attempt to produce political lie to effect that 
atmosphere in Berlin vas bad on account of sisning of Turkish Agreement, end 
therefore you have been accueed by Berlin radio once more of sinking Athenie 
end denounced as a criminal. All American publicetions, of course, have 
published this report, but London radio has not told its eager listener£ one 
vord. Only reported that you, Mr. C.: had been crested Colonel of Artillery, 
on account of your shooting practice at Athenia. 

London vireless talke of etmosphere in Berlin. NHhy should Berlin atmosphere 
be depressed2 On contrary, successful attacks against R.0., Firthi of F. end 


other successful attacks, ell have put us in best atmosphere. And if London 
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vireless does not report your misdeeds, Mr. C., then German radio vijll have to 


-L1- 


do it. The Athenia case is not finished, on centrary, it has become Churchill 
case, ënd that has become English case. Question arises of vhether criminal 
can still be left in same office, or vhether vhole vorld opinion does not 
finally consider it more importent to get rid of unscrupulou: liar. This must 


be decided by ycu and by Bgland. Ne are vëiting for the ansver. Ansver 


quickly and thoroughly. Do not meke any excuses and telk beside the point. 


There is no doubt that you, Mr. Ce, vould be found by every court in vhole 
viorld to be guilty. You novi stand before vorld opinion, it can also judge and 
vill judge, more loudly and clearly than ever before. You have heard nuhat cur 
accusation is. le have arranged for this accusation to be brogdicast tonight to 
all countries in the vorld and in every language on egrth. , Nov it is your turn 
to speak. Ve are vaiting eagerly for your reply. First Lord of British 


Admiralty has ears of the court. 
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